ANALYZING MUSICOLOGICAL WRITING, Part One

(borrowed from handout of same name by James Hepokoski)

1. Research the author and determine his/her authority in the field.

2. What basic question(s) is (are) the author attempting to answer?  Is this (according to the author) a sufficiently worthy problem? Has the author articulated this question within the article or is it merely implicit?

3. Is the author’s answer to this question (i.e., the central argument) implicit or explicit?

4. With what types of evidence does the author buttress his or her claims?

5. Is the author relying principally on primary sources? If not, how much of the work relies on secondary sources? Has the author represented accurately his/her reliance on these secondary sources?

6. Has the author omitted relevant evidence that might contradict his or her argument?

7. Does the evidence (presented) lead inevitably to the author’s conclusions?

8. For what audience has the author written the article? What terms, analytical concepts, historiographical orientation, or musical repertories must the reader know in order to fully understand the article?

9. Is the author’s treatment overly complex or overly simplistic?

Writing Style and Organization:

