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My grading philosophy is an extension of my teaching philosophy which emphasizes the ultimate goal of the liberal arts education.   It is designed to reflect what students might encounter as they are assessed in their post collegiate-careers.  I expect that as a musicologist I will be asked to teach courses at a variety of levels which might utilize different types of assessment.  For this reason, I must tread a careful path between criterion referenced (my preference) and norm referenced grading systems.  What follows is a detailed outline describing how my grading will incorporate the two within one course.

I see the former method as especially necessary when teaching core requirements of the discipline such as a general music history or music theory and ear training to undergraduates pursuing a career in music.  For a student to have any success in advanced study, they must be equipped with the standard base of knowledge.   The norm-referenced grading system will have minor role at the beginning of each semester.  The first two to three weeks of assignments will be subject to normative grading.  This is to account for the “transitional” period for the students to become accustomed to the typical workload and for me, the instructor to ensure that I have realistic expectations concerning student achievement.  Normative grading will also be in play on the first major assignment. 

Grade points are weighted in written works.  This follows my philosophy that one tends to remember best what they themselves can articulate.  Not only will the student learn the “facts”, but s/he will be able to conceptualize those facts and produce a cohesive argument.

To help guide students, in a lower level undergraduate course, in their pursuit of knowledge, frequent assessment of their progress shall be made in the form of quizzes.  These quizzes will occur at the end of each week, coinciding with the conclusion of each chapter.  The format of each quiz will remain consistent with about a maximum of 10 questions for a music history course lasting no more than 20 minutes.  Students will expect 33% of the points dedicated listening examples for identification, another 33% on short answer and fill in the blank, and the final 34% on a short essay.  Improper use of grammar will not be penalized on the quizzes but some corrections will be suggested to help the student improve his/her writing style.      

Daily exercises, which constitute class participation, will be another way of assessing progress, these might be written, sight-singing, dictation, etc.  For instance: Each class will begin with sight-singing and a practice in dictation.  These dictations will be discussed during class then turned for grading.  This will be followed by a brief lecture and discussion on the readings.

The exams will assess cumulative knowledge and will be formatted more or less like the quizzes.  For papers, students will be measured not so much on the content but on their critical thinking skills.  Improper grammar will be penalized, but no more than 5% of the total grade.  If the instructor feels that the grammar warrants a greater deduction, the student will be asked to re-write the essay to be returned within the week.

General Music courses for non-music majors will still follow the same grading procedures, but the content will be simplified to require less knowledge of music itself.  Following with my teaching philosophy in a liberal arts environment, essays and short answer will still be the standard method of assessment.

Upper division courses will still maintain emphasis on the criterion-based method, but as these courses tend to be seminars rather than instruction of core elements, grades will be based more on how well the student is able to sustain an argument in comparison from a variety of sources in comparison to his/her own work and to fellow students.  Methods of student assessment focus on participation in discuss, jigsaw workshops where students take turns presenting an article, as well as two draft copies for every essay produced.  Since improvement from one semester to the next will be expected, normative grading will be applied according to the student’s progress, the ultimate standard being a work deemed publishable in a journal or formal presentation.

At the heart of my grading philosophy is my teaching philosophy in which I state, “…the most important outcome … is to equip students with techniques to adapt and apply this knowledge for all disciplines and into a successful life in a diverse world.”  This grading philosophy, therefore, reflects how students can expect to be assessed in their post-collegiate careers.

