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Quick Reference Grammar sheet (modern English ca. 1500c.e.-present)

Declensions

Personal pronouns

	Part of Speech (sing)
	1st person
	2nd person*
	3rd Person

	Subject+
	I
	Thou
	He/She/It (One)

	Possessive
	Of me (my, mine)
	Of thee (thy, thine)
	His/hers/its (ones)

	Indirect Object
	To / for me
	To / for thee
	To him/to her/to it (to one)

	Direct Object
	Me
	Thee
	Him/her/it (one)

	Ablative
	By/with/from me
	By/with/from thee
	By/with/from him/her/it


	Part of Speech (plur)
	1st person
	2nd person* (don’t use)
	3rd Person

	Subject
	We
	You
	They

	Possessive
	Of us (our)
	Yours (your) (of ye)
	Theirs

	Indirect Object
	To / for us
	To / for you (to ye)
	To them

	Direct Object
	Us
	You (ye)
	Them

	Ablative
	By/with/from us
	By/with/from you (ye)
	By/with/from them


+ note that subject forms are unique.

*In today’s English, the 2nd person plural form is used for both singular and plural addressees.  Regardless, the 2nd person form MUST NEVER BE USED when writing formal papers.  Use instead the 3rd person – “one”, as in “One is able to hear the difference between homophony and polyphony.”

Reflexive Pronouns

	Part of Speech
	
	

	Subject
	Who
	Which

	Possessive
	Whose (of whom)
	Of which

	Indirect Object
	To / for whom
	To / for which

	Direct Object
	Whom
	Which

	Ablative
	By/with/from whom
	By/with/from which


Examples

Who wrote this Mass? (who is the subject)

This Mass was written by whom? (who is the ablative, Mass is the subject))

For whom was this Mass written?** (who is the indirect object, Mass is the subject)

Whose Mass is it? (who is the possessive)

** note that sentences never end with the “little words” like for, to, by, from, etc. - “Where is he going to?” is incorrect in formal writing.  It must be rephrased, “To where is he going?” another example, “In which city does she live?”

Opinion vs. Fact

This is actually a question of subjective, personal experience and tastes (opinion) vs. those objective things which can be tested and more or less be agreed upon by all (Fact).  One of the things which really bothers me about the “Listen” book is that the author all to often asserts something in a manner which denotes “factual authority” when in fact, he is merely stating an opinion. 

For example, on the bottom of page 138, he states “Bach’s musical handwriting—the most beautiful and intricate of any composer’s.”  THIS IS CLEARLY AN OPINION.  While many might agree that Bach’s handwriting is beautiful there is no way to PROVE FACTUALLY that Bach’s is the most beautiful.

The word unique means “One of a kind” and therefore cannot be compared to anything else.  Therefore to say something sounds “Very unique” is wrong, because “very” implies that the something in question can be compared to something else.  Its best to avoid the word altogether, but if one must use it, just say something like, “The sound was unique.”
